
CHARACTER & SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT (CSED)

Nat ional Guidelines
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The family is a child’s first character educator.

Character strengths and SEL skills are not add-ons, but rather 
add significant value to student success.

A positive school climate is critical to fostering the w hole child.

Character and social-emotional development requires thinking, 
feeling, and doing (head, heart, and hands)

The character strengths should be taught, caught – and sought.

The CSED Model Standards align w ith the full-range of 
classroom and school-based initiatives.



Conceptual Framew ork







Know , understand, and pract ice the character strengths of honesty and 
integrity, caring and compassion, grat itude, and the courage to take init iat ive
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Know , understand, and pract ice the character strengths of fairness, 
respect, volunteering and contribut ing to the common good



Apply and demonstrate the character strengths of fairness, 
respect, volunteering and contribut ing to the common good







Recognize, understand and express your ow n thoughts, emot ions, mindsets, and 
personal strengths, including how  emot ions can affect  thoughts and act ions











Demonstrate the ability to make decisions based on considerat ion of 
ethical principles, safety concerns, appropriate social norms, respect 

for self  and others, and the likely consequences of your act ions
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How  to Crossw alk SEL and Character 

Begin w ith the end in mind

Be intentional and comprehensive

Focus on thinking, feeling...and DOING

Emphasize student goal setting 



Thank You!

Dr. Arthur Schw artz
arthur@character.org
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